Fairtrade Action Network seminar  in Tallinn 6.-8.6.2008

Summary  / Minna Mannert, Pro Fair Trade Finland

44 Fairtrade actives from 13 different countries gathered together in Tallinn, Estonia for the second seminar of the Fairtrade Action Network. Day 1. was spent on discussing and learning about Fairtrade cotton production and the environmental impact of Fairtrade. Day 2. was spent exchanging ideas and experiences on campaigning for Fairtrade. Day 3. focused on future co-operation, discussing communication tools and the future of the network. The event was a follow-up seminar for the network kick-off in Helsinki 2007. 

Content of the international co-operation:

1) Exchanging information and material

- campaigning ideas and experiences

- internet videos and photos

- informative text and brochures that can be translated easily

- merchandising material (i.e.banana suits) to be ordered in bigger quantities

2) International and bilateral projects and events

- aim is to create a common project to prove the efficiency of the network and to strengthen the feeling of a global community

- Fairtrade Breakfast Table 2009 

- FT bicycle tour

- for more ideas, see below

Action points for all participants

During the weekend we agreed, that:

- all participants should add a link or a banner about Fairtradeaction.net website to their own organisations' website and advertise the website actively

- Each participant will present the outcomes of the seminar and this memo to their own volunteer group / organization and names a contact person. All contact persons name and contact details will be sent to Pro Fair Trade Finland by the end of July 2008 (by e-mailing international@repu.fi) The contact persons will form an international working group ("board of FLO volunteers"), and they will meet in the fall 2008 in Helsinki. Pro Fair Trade Finland will organize the meeting.

- each participant should use the website fairtradeaction.net & e-mail list of the network for active material and idea sharing

- On World Fair Trade Day 2009 we will examine possibilities to create a mass mobilization around a common concept, Fairtrade Breakfast table and strengthen the international dimension of the action day.

Action ideas & who to contact

- Fairtrade Breakfast Table on World Fair Trade Day, May 2009 - Romain Vignes, r.vignes@maxhavelaarfrance.org

- Education and schools projects (drawing contests, theatre plays), Dolores O'Meara (dmtom@eircom.net),VarjeOjamets(varje@lv.parnu.ee),GyorgyiUjszaszi(gyorgyi@vedegylet.hu), Ludek Sterba (ludek@fairtrade.cz), Paolo Epifani, paoloepifani@hotmail.com

- Planning a successful producer visit, Raphael Choserot rchoserot@yahoo.com

- Fairtrade cook book, Grzegorz Lapanowski, grzegorz_lapanowski@yahoo.com

- Translation versions for fairtradeaction.net, international@repu.fi

- Fairtrade Action Network newsletter, Kai Schirdewahn, k.schirdewahn@luukku.com

- an informal blog for the network Simon Saddier, simon.saddier@gmail.com

-Finnish steering group for the project: terhi.leppiniemi@helsinki.fi, sampo@vasemmistonuoret.fi, terhi.ylikoski@reilukauppa.fi

- Contact all Fairtrade Action Network seminar participants 2007 & 2008 and other interested members of the network: fairtrade-volunteers@listat.repu.fi

- Contact employed volunteer coordinators in Fairtrade labelling initiatives: volunteers@lists.fairtrade.net

- Contact FLO communications: v.perez@fairtrade.net, j.stapper@fairtrade.net

Open questions to think about / discussed in the follow-up meeting:

- identifying needs and aims (both personal and organizational) of members of the network before moving on planning next steps

- discussing the relation of the network to FLO and other actors in the Fairtrade family (limitations and assets)

- the future of the website www.fairtradeaction.net - funding, developing of content

- the functionality of other web tools (Fairtrade Friends in France, fairtradeaction.blogspot.com blog, Facebook group, material sharing platforms like Flickr)

- creating a functional database for contacts

- Plans for World Fair Trade Day 2009

- role and future of the international volunteer board, role of the contact person inside their own group/organization (create content for the web about local campaings, stay in contact with other contact persons, stay in contact with the local FT labelling initiative, take international campaigns and issues into discussion inside their own local group, create the spirit of being a part of an international movement...)

Main conclusions Fairtrade Action Network can enrich the campaigning potential and effectiveness of lobby strategies of different fair trade groups. The diversity of actors' level of engagement with FT activities, as also the language issue poses a challenge but also opens new spaces and avenues for interactions to share best practices and collaboration in the future.

The presentations of the seminar can be found at http://www.repu.fi/en/node/382

